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QUOTE 

CONPIDENTIAL CHIANG MAI 043 

E.0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINTS, TH 

SUB3:5: LESE MAJESTE APOLOGY ATTEMPT BY CMU STUDENTS 
REF: (A) CHIANG MAI 033, (B) CHIANG MAI 037 


1 . MORNING FEB. 12 3,000 CMU STUDENTS GATHERED AT LOOT 
OP MOUNTAIN LEADING TO PHUPING PALACE WITH INTENTION OP 
MARCHING UP TO APOLOGIZE TO KING POR LESE MAJESTE COM- 
METTED BY CMU STUDENT PRASOET LOITRAKUN. THEIR WAY WAS 
BLOCKED, HOWEVER, BY SEVERAL HUNDRED VOCATIONAL STUDENTS 
AND NAWAPON MEMBERS WHO INSISTED CMU STUDENTS' REAL 
PURPOSE WAS TO REQUEST AMNESTY FOR PRASOET PROM HIS 
MAJESTY. CMU VICE RECTOR AND CM POLICE CHIEF TOLD CMU 
STUDENTS KING NOT AT PALACE; THEREFORE, THEYHSHOULD 
RETURN TO CAMPUS (WHICH THEY DID). 

2. SITUATION PURTHER DEFUSED BY HIS MAJESTY'S 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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REPRESENTATIVE BEING SENT DOWN TO CMU LATER IN MORNING 
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TO RECEIVE LETTER OE APOLOGY. MH REP THANKED STUDENTS 
EOR THEIR ATTEMPT TO GO UP TO PALACE TO APLOGIZE IN 
PERSON AND SAID THEIR MAJESTIES NOW WANTED STUDENTS 
TO RETURN QUIETLY TO CLASSES. 

3. PRASOET HAS BEEN EXPELLED FROM UNIVERSITY AND IS 
BEING HELD EOR TRIAL IN CHIANG MAI MUANG DISTRICT JAIL. 
POLICE SOURCES STATE HE HAS ALREADY CONEESSED AND 
RE-ENACTED CRIME. UNDERSTAND HE WILL MAKE COURT AP- 
PEARANCE EEB 16. 

4. COMMENT: INCIDENT HAS CAUSED SHARP UPSURGE IN 
NORMAL "TOWNIES" VS. CMU STUDENTS' ANTIPATHY. PRASOET 
SEEMS TO HAVE SOME SUPPORTERS WITHIN CMU COMMUNITY 
AND, INDEED, STUDENT UNION HAS NOT CONDEMNED HIM AS 
YET, DESPITE PUBLIC DEMANDS THAT IT DO SO. 

HARBIN 

UNQUOTE 

WHITEHOUSE 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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